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Abstract: “Dealing with Change and Transformation in Higher Education in the 21st Century,” by Paul
D’Anieri, Provost and Executive Vice Chancellor, University of California, Riverside

Higher education around the world is undergoing three major transformations: Globalization is
facilitating the flow of students and scholars around the world, increasing competition, and levelling the
playing field. Democratization is making higher education available to a much broader socioeconomic
range than ever before. Digitalization is changing the way we teach and conduct research, and is
changing the very nature of knowledge. The University as an institution, however, has not changed
much. Universities around the world are emulating the research university as it emerged in the US in the
early 20th century. But that model increasingly seems insufficient. The challenge for the 21st century is
to adapt or reinvent universities to both take advantage of globalization, democratization and
digitalization, while meeting the challenges to the traditional research university model."



